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[1/9] Migrants board a bus to be transported to a shelter after being processed, as Mexican families continue to be
displaced by cartel violence and are requesting asylum in the U.S., in Nogales, Arizona, U.S. November 11, 2023.
REUTERS/Daniel Becerril Acquire Licensing Rights

NOGALES, Arizona, Dec 15 (Reuters) - Her daughter's school shut down, Yomara said, after a shootout
between rival gangs competing for control of drug and migrant trafficking routes in their southern Mexican
town of Chicomuselo. Then, she said, produce vendors cleared out of the market after they faced demands
to affiliate with the gangs; she feared her husband Carlos would be forcibly recruited if he turned up for his
job on a construction site.
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After the assassination of a prominent local peace activist, Yomara and Carlos, who withheld their full
names for security reasons, said they'd had enough, crossing into Arizona with their four-year-old
daughter Karla in early November and turning themselves into United States border agents.

"It used to be a peaceful town. Now everyone is fleeing," Yomara, 26, said in an interview in Nogales,
Arizona.
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Rivalries between organized crime groups in long-violent states and an expansion of these battlegrounds
to previously calm parts of the country is fueling what migration experts are calling the largest exodus of
Mexican families in modern history.

Yomara's hometown in the southern state of Chiapas, once relatively untouched by gang violence, is now
the site of a turf war between two of Mexico's most powerful cartels, the Jalisco New Generation Cartel
(CJNG) and the Sinaloa Cartel.
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Some 180,000 Mexican migrants, traveling in family groups, crossed the border into the U.S. over the 12
months ending in October, four times more than the previous year, according to U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), and a fifth of the 868,000 migrants of all nationalities traveling in family groups.

Reuters obtained previously unreported survey data from the Kino Border Initiative, a large migrant
shelter and resource center in Nogales, Sonora, and interviewed 21 migrant families along the border in
Texas and Arizona who identified violence - not economic factors - as the primary driver for their decision
to leave Mexico.

The families represent a shift from the past, when Mexican migrants were primarily men in search of
better-paying jobs.

Some 88% of the Mexicans who passed through Kino this year said they were seeking to escape violence,
according to the center's interviews with 6,710 people.

FORCED OUT OF THEIR COMMUNITIES

In 2017, it was the opposite: 87% of the 7,148 respondents to the Kino survey said they were migrating for
economic reasons, with only 2% citing violence.

Those numbers are roughly in line with a 2022 survey by the U.N.'s International Organization for
Migration of more than 500 Mexicans who relocated to northern Mexico, nearly all of whom planned to
enter the U.S. The survey found that 90% had fled violence, extortion, armed clashes or organized crime.

A quarter of them reported having a family member who had disappeared.

"We no longer only have migrants coming to the United States to work," said Pedro De Velasco, Kino's
education and advocacy director. "We are seeing people who are forced out of their communities. They
have to flee."

It is unclear how many of these families will be able to stay legally in the U.S., because people who flee
gangs often do not qualify for asylum. Applicants must demonstrate a fear of persecution stemming from
their political beliefs, or belonging to a particular race, religion, nationality or social group.

Over the last two decades, immigration courts denied 85% of asylum claims by Mexican applicants,
according to a Syracuse University analysis, the highest rejection rate of the 19 nationalities that most
often request asylum.

"It's extremely rare for Mexicans to obtain asylum by arguing that they are fleeing organized crime
violence," said Victor Clark, a security and migration expert at the Binational Center for Human Rights in
Tijuana, who has served for years as an expert witness in cases of Mexicans requesting U.S. asylum.

"But many come with this dream of winning asylum," he said.

A U.S. State Department official told Reuters that Mexican migrants who do not qualify to stay in the U.S.
are regularly returned to Mexico. When asked about cartel activity driving families north, the person said
statistics were not available.

NOWHERE IS SAFE

Maria, a nurse's aide from the western state of Michoacan, which has been rocked by conflict for years,
said she fled with her three children in October after CJNG killed her partner and delivered his head to her
front door in a box.

The incident was captured on security cameras.

Maria, whose full name Reuters is withholding for security reasons, said she planned to seek asylum in the
U.S. and was awaiting an appointment on the government-run CBP One smartphone app to approach the
border, because she feared the group would be able to find her anywhere in Mexico.

"Where can you go in Mexico that doesn't have this cartel? Where can you be safe?" she said.

That fear is driving people across the border, said Falko Ernst, senior analyst for the International Crisis
Group, noting that as cartels expand, they sometimes tap into far-flung networks of associates to track
people down using their names and photos, as if putting out a search warrant.

Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador took office in 2018 promising to reverse a decades-old
security crisis by breaking with his predecessors' war on drug cartels and prioritizing programs to help the
poor.

The poverty rate has since fallen six percentage points. Yet while the national murder rate has declined
since its high in 2019, homicides have increased this year in Guerrero, Chiapas and Morelos, states from
which many of the migrants are fleeing north.

Those three states also recorded an increase in kidnappings over the last year.

Critics of Lopez Obrador's security policy say his administration has failed to curb impunity and corruption,
allowing criminal groups to further entrench their operations or expand.

Mexico's government did not respond to requests for comment.

Lopez Obrador has said much of Chiapas is peaceful, although he has acknowledged that organized crime
groups near the border with Guatemala are fighting to control the flow of drugs from Central America.
Speaking at his daily press conference in October, he said 15,000 members of the armed forces had been
deployed across the state.

For Carlos and Yomara, just getting away from Chiapas and across the border is a relief.

"I feel calmer now, more at peace," Carlos said, as the family waited along with dozens of other Mexican
migrants for a bus from the border to a shelter in Tucson.

"My daughter is going to be okay."

Reporting by Daina Beth Solomon in Nogales, Arizona, and Laura Gottesdiener in Monterrey. Additional reporting by Jose
Luis Gonzalez in Ciudad Juarez, Jose Torres in Tapachula and Ted Hesson in Washington; Editing by Dave Graham and
Suzanne Goldenberg

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

Report this ad

Acquire Licensing RightsAcquire Licensing Rights

Read Next

World
Pope says Africans are
'special case' when it
comes to LGBT
blessings
Pope Francis said in an
interview published on Monday
that Africans were a "special…

China
Which countries can
Chinese passport
holders visit without a
visa?
China, since reopening its
borders in 2023 after three
years of self-imposed isolatio…

Americas
US begins reimposing
sanctions on
Venezuela, oil may
come next
The U.S. on Monday began
reinstating sanctions on
Venezuela and a Biden…

Americas
Peru protests block
access to Machu
Picchu, stranding
tourists
Protests in Peru are blocking
access to Machu Picchu, one of
South America's most popula…

Report this ad

Report this ad

Sponsored Content

Are Your Beneficiaries
Up to Date?
Charles Schwab

Leverage a powerful
platform designed for
self-directed traders.
TradeStation

6 Odd Things
Millionaires Do With
Money, But Most of Us
Haven't Tried
The Penny Hoarder

7 Ways to Retire
Comfortably With
$500k
Fisher Investments

Report this ad

Prince Harry
honored as 'Living
Legend of
Aviation'

(0:53) - January 22, 2024

Watch more videos

Prince Harry honored
as 'Living Legend of
Aviation'

00:53

Germans hold rallies
against right-wing
extremism

00:55

Ukraine frontline
village unites to
rebuild

01:57

Westlaw

Build the strongest argument
relying on authoritative content,
attorney-editor expertise, and
industry defining technology.

Onesource

The most comprehensive solution
to manage all your complex and
ever-expanding tax and
compliance needs.

Checkpoint

The industry leader for online
information for tax, accounting
and finance professionals.

Workspace

Access unmatched financial data,
news and content in a highly-
customised workflow experience
on desktop, web and mobile.

Data Catalogue

Browse an unrivalled portfolio of
real-time and historical market
data and insights from worldwide
sources and experts.

World-Check

Screen for heightened risk
individual and entities globally to
help uncover hidden risks in
business relationships and human
networks.

Chile's heatwave puts Santiago on red alert

Thomson Reuters Products LSEG Products

Insight: Rise in Mexican cartel violence
drives record migration to the US
By Daina Beth Solomon and Laura Gottesdiener

December 15, 2023 10:31 AM PST · Updated a month ago

Americas

Exclusive news, data and analytics for financial market professionals

World Business Markets Sustainability Legal Breakingviews Technology Investigations More My View Sign In Register

Report this ad

Fe
ed
ba
ck

https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/sitemap/authors/
https://www.reuters.com/sitemap/topics/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/
https://www.reuters.com/sports/
https://www.reuters.com/science/
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/
https://www.reuters.com/video/
https://www.reuters.com/pictures/
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/about-us/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/careers.html
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=reuters&utm_campaign=site-referral&utm_content=us&utm_term=0
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/brand-attribution-guidelines/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/leadership-team/
https://www.reuters.com/fact-check/
https://static.reuters.com/resources/media/editorial/20210405/DiversityReportApril2021.pdf
https://apps.apple.com/app/reuters-news/id602660809
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.thomsonreuters.reuters
https://reuters.com/newsletters/
https://www.twitter.com/Reuters
https://www.facebook.com/Reuters
https://www.instagram.com/Reuters
https://www.youtube.com/user/ReutersVideo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10256858/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/services/advertising-solutions/
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/advertising-guidelines/
https://www.reuters.com/coupons/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-footer&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html#cookies
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/terms-of-use/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/digital-accessibility-policy.html
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/contact-us/
https://trdigital.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8kte8gArGyCGVhz
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/disclaimer/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/copyright.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/peru-protests-block-access-machu-picchu-stranding-tourists-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/peru-protests-block-access-machu-picchu-stranding-tourists-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-envoys-back-setting-aside-russian-asset-profits-ukraine-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-envoys-back-setting-aside-russian-asset-profits-ukraine-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/days-ahead-price-rises-cuba-sounds-political-rallying-cry-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/macromatters/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/days-ahead-price-rises-cuba-sounds-political-rallying-cry-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/british-pm-sunak-wins-first-vote-house-lords-new-rwanda-asylum-law-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/british-pm-sunak-wins-first-vote-house-lords-new-rwanda-asylum-law-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/british-columbia-pause-approvals-new-colleges-seeking-enroll-foreign-students-2024-01-30/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/british-columbia-pause-approvals-new-colleges-seeking-enroll-foreign-students-2024-01-30/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/licensereuterscontent/?utm_medium=rcom-article-media&utm_campaign=rcom-rcp-lead
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/mexico-usa-guns/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/pope-says-africans-are-special-case-when-it-comes-lgbt-blessings-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/world/pope-says-africans-are-special-case-when-it-comes-lgbt-blessings-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/which-countries-can-chinese-passport-holders-visit-without-visa-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/which-countries-can-chinese-passport-holders-visit-without-visa-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/venezuelas-machado-rejects-possibility-substitute-opposition-candidate-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/venezuelas-machado-rejects-possibility-substitute-opposition-candidate-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/peru-protests-block-access-machu-picchu-stranding-tourists-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/peru-protests-block-access-machu-picchu-stranding-tourists-2024-01-29/
https://www.reuters.com/video/
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/westlaw
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/onesource
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/checkpoint
https://www.lseg.com/en/data-analytics/products/workspace?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_ProductPage_Links
https://www.lseg.com/en/data-analytics/financial-data/?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_DataCatalogPage_Links
https://www.lseg.com/en/risk-intelligence/screening-solutions/world-check-kyc-screening?utm_source=reuters.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=Reuters_ProductPage_Links
https://www.reuters.com/authors/daina-beth-solomon/
https://www.reuters.com/authors/laura-gottesdiener/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/
https://www.reuters.com/differentiator/
https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/account/sign-in/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fworld%2Famericas%2Frise-mexican-cartel-violence-drives-record-migration-us-2023-12-15%2F
https://www.reuters.com/account/register/sign-up/?redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Fworld%2Famericas%2Frise-mexican-cartel-violence-drives-record-migration-us-2023-12-15%2F&referrer=registration_button&journeyStart=navigation
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/

